Amixture of 3-(4-carboxyphenyl)propionic acid (0.1 mmol, 19.4 mg), 2,4,6-tri-(2-pyridyl)-1,3,5-triazine (0.1 mmol, 31.2 mg), Zn(OAc) 2 ·2H 2 O( 0.1 mmol, 22.0 mg), NaOH (0.1 mmol), and H 2 O(6.0ml) were placed in a23ml Teflon lined stainless steel reactor. Thevesselwas heated to 393K for 4days, and then slowly cooled to room temperature. Colourless crystals were obtained and further crystals were filtered off, washed with the mother liquid, and dried under ambient conditions. Yield 56 %.
Discussion
It is well-known that the multi-functional carboxylate organic ligands play an important role in directing the structural extension of the resulting complexes. The latter bear potential applications in optical devices and ion exchange due to their intriguing structures [1, 2] and topological features [3, 4] . In this regard, anew family of benzene multicarboxylates with long-spanning carboxyl groups has been captured our attention, especially 3-(4-carboxyphenyl)-propionic acid. This ligand combined with rigid -COOH and flexible -CH 2 CH 2 COOH carboxylate groups can probably produce new structure due to their different coordination modes and molecular flexibility [5, 6] . On the other hand, the introduction of additional N-donor ligands to such systemscan modify the structures and properties of the resulting materials [7, 8] .T he asymmetric unit of the title complex contains one Zn 2+ ion, one 3-(4-carboxyphenyl)propionic anion, one 2,4,6-tri-(2-pyridyl)-1,3,5-triazine coligand and three crystal water molecules. The Zn ion is seven-coordinatedbythree Natoms of onechelating 2,4,6-tri(2-pyridyl)-1,3,5-triazine ligand and four oxygen atomsoftwo symmetry-related 3-(4-carboxyphenyl)propionate anions adopt-ing a bidentatly chelating mode. The Zn-N bond lengths are in the range of 2.111(2) -2.287(2) Åand the Zn-O bond lengths are 1.9564(17) and 1.9573(18) Å, respectively. The[ZnO 4 N 3 ]environment is best described as distorted pentagonal bipyramid. Extension of the structure through the 3-(4-carboxyphenyl)-propionate anion connects the adjacent Zn 2+ ion to result in a1D undulating chain along the crystallographic a axis. Notably, the presencesofcrystal watermolecules lead to the formation of extensiveH-bonding interactions,which developthe totalstructure to form a2Dlayer architecture. Theadjacent 2D layers stack in a slightly off-setparallelfashion with weak vander Waalsforces. (7) 4e 0.5806(3) 0.66954 (7) 1.0826 (2) 
